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Digital Recording
File #:

STATEMENT OF: Colin DINN

INTERVIEWED BY:Cpl. Monty HENSTRIDGE
2015-04-06 14:30 hours

CPL. HENSTRIDGE:

DINN:

CPL. HENSTRIDGE:

DINN:

CPL. HENSTRIDGE:

DINN:

Okay the time now is 14:30 hours, my name is Cpl. Monty
HENSTRIDGE, the date is April 6", 2015, we're at the RCMP
Headquarters building in St. John’s and I’'m speaking with
Colin, ah, Thomas Gerard DINN, ah, Mr. DINN, | understand
that you're a friend of, ah, Mr. DUNPHY

Yes sir

And, ah, can you tell me a little bit about how you came know
the, about the situation that happened yesterday

Well, actually | was over in the shed getting’ some tools
ready to load up to bring to town to, like, to work on me
daughter’s car and me father came out through the door and
Alex was on the phone, she was after meeting four cop cars
going up through Mount Carmel and she called down, right,
said she met the cop cars and ambulance and, and by that
time it was, mother was after being on the internet and said
about a shooting and the cops all passed down by our place
so | got in the car and | went down and they were all to
Donnie’s, me heart just dropped

Yeah, and, ah, when was the last time you had any contact
with, with Don ’

Well as | said he text me yesterday at quarter to two but |

. was having Sunday, we were having Easter dinner at that

Page 1 of 30
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time, my Aunt was up and only for that | would have been
there

What did he want when he texted ya

Come down to visit, that was it, have a draw
Okay

| do it from time to time

That's fine, | appreciate you telling me that cause
Yeah

That's kind of minor now, compared to what we're talking
about

To what we're talking about, yes, but it's still illegal and...
Well

You know

| tell people when I'm taking statements

In, in

On deaths cause that's what we investigate

M’hmm

Is sudden deaths that there's absolutely nothing that you can

tell me that, ah...
You're not after hearing

I’'m not after hearing and you're certainly not gonna get in
trouble for having a draw

Oh, man
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Ahm, the key thing

It's only for the pain though

Yeah, yeah, you're in constant pain, are ya
Twenty four, seven,

Is that right

And | can’'t even smoke that anymore because of the pills
that | take

Oh, okay

And | can’t, don’t drink, or...

Okay

I’'m ten, going on eleven years like this now

If you need to stop at any point during the interview
Whatever, it makes no difference

Just, by all means right

Yeah, no problem

So just

Then | drove down and | seen all the cops around and |

turned around and | come back to the house and | didn’t ask,

like, talk to anybody or nothing at that time and when | got
home it was after being on Facebook or something about
shots fired and that’s, that's how | found out about it, after,
you know, me daughter met the cops and...

Mhmm

She called down and
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So the text, ah, do you still have the text by any chance
No
Okay, what did it, what did it say exactly

It had a dollar sign, ah, what'd it say, hang on now, this is, he
always does it right, dollar sign, ah, cash here, come down
for one

Cash

Or bring down one, that’s, you know, like, that meant that he
was after getting money and he must have picked up some
weed

Oh, okay

And he wanted to have a draw right
But he had weed in his house

Oh, yeah, he grows, yeah

Why would he need, ah,

Well he's growing man, he’s, well, like | said, I've been there,
back and forth for twenty five years '

Mhmm

And years ago when he wasn't allowed to grow weed, he
used to grow good weed

Okay
And ever since, like, I'd say the last ten years
Yeah

Well, | don’t even know, since he got his license
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Yeah

That he’s legal, right

Yeah

He hasn't been able to grow anything any good
Okay

There’s bugs and all kinds of stuff and he has all kinds of
problems, my thinking on it is that he wasn’t able to look after
it and that's why it never

Right

Used to, cause he used to be so sick, seen him in some
misery man

Yeah, you said cash here, bring...what'd you say

Drop down for one or something like that, but he was bad, I'd
been telling him for two years not to be texting stuff

Right

And, like, anything about that (unintelligible) because this law
was passed and...

Yeah

Oh no that's all right, | got a, and | said it don’'t matter what
you got

Yeah, ah, so he wanted you to bring something down
No, no
Okay

No, no, no, no, he wanted me to go down
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Oh, okay

He waved at me sure, | was in the yard when he passed by
Oh, okay

Quarter to one

Alright

So | figured he was up to his daughter’s for dinner

Yeah

| don’t know if he was out over the road or whatever, maybe
he was after picking up or...

Okay
| really don’t know

Alright, ahm, so you say you've been back and forth there for
you said twenty five years or so

Yeah, easy
Okay
That fong

Now from what, my understanding, you’re probably one of his
few if any friends that he. ..

He was my best buddy, man
Yeah, ahm, in your time down there, ahm

M
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Can you tell me kind of the typical conversation that you
might have had with him, what, what was he interested in,
what did he talk about a lot

Compensation, all the time

Abogt What, cc;rhpe'nsation'

Yegh ,

Anq what did he say at_)_‘gut:“_ckomp_e‘nsation'

Just about being screwed over all the time and, like, every
other, every oth‘er month there was somebody different
gonna help him

O'k'a'y |

And then he’d get a month out of it and they’d do something
or a little bit or whatever and then they’d just disappear so
then he’d be off his head then for...

Yeah

A month until somebody else came along, type thing

Right H

The last couple, ah, let's see, | have a job to remerﬁber stuff
Take your time b'y

JeSLJS, Paul LANE, who's Paul LANE

He’é |n govérn.ment. | .

Yeah, he’s one feller that was helping him or supposedly
helping him and DAVIS, not, buddy was just elected and, oh
Jesus R
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The premier
Why don’t | remember stuff
Paul DAVIS is the Premier

Now, yeah, but there was another fella that was helping him,
he was a minister of, like, some well he was, he was, | don't
know what he was

Yeah

| got to think of the name now, it'll come to me, ah, he was
only put in office, like, a couple months ago, three or four
months ago, what the hell was his name, he was going, he
was helping him with the compensation or his secretary was,
ah, my god

That's fine, you can’t remember a name, that's no big deal
I've only been home for two years now see

Yeah, no that’s fine

Cause I've been away for thirteen

So what was...

He used to be upset a lot about not getting any, anything with
compensation

M’hmm

Like, it's what he said right, like, | mean | don't know what he
was getting

Yeah

To be honest, | really. don’t
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Did he ever make any threatening comments to you about
what he was, you know

No, not, he never, like, never said he was going after
anybody or hurt anybody, nothing like that, he used to be
upset and calling ‘em names and, you know, two fellas sitting
around the living room having a chat, type thing, right, blow
off a bit of steam or whatever but I've never really in the
twenty, in, in the whole time I've seen him mad like, like,
mad, mad, pissed off mad, but never to the point that I, | felt
that he was gonna hit somebody or do something, like, |
mean he’s got well, |, yea knows yourselves how many cats
are down there

Yeah

And you see him with them you’d swear you know he was as
quiet as an old dog, type thing

Right

| used to see him and he’'d be, there'd be cats there half dead
and he’'d take them and baby ‘em and penicillin and whatever
they needed, like...

M’hmm
And get ‘em back to health

Ahm, | noticed that he had a camera outside and he had his
own little grow op there

Yeah well he had to have the camera so...but they weren't
working | don't think

Okay and the cameras were for what purpose

He was supposed to have ‘em with the license
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Oh that was part of the license was it
Yeah, it, you were supposed to have security
Didn’t know that

l, thét’s, well that's what he had said now, I'm not a hundred
percent sure on that, on, on why he, but that's what he had
said that, that was part of the licensing agreement thing that
they had to have security

M’hmm

And that sign he got up there on the front of the house, that's
been there for, must be four years now | s’pose

Okay

The one about his step and, that's because his step and
everything all fell oft

Yeah
And rotted out and

| noticed the fi}st couple words but | didn’t read the whole
sign

Yeah, that’s all it was just about any government officials or
people, like, that's what it kind of was, if they comes up and
hurts theirselves well it's not his fault because he’s not
getting nothing from the government, right, like, he was bitter
that way

Almost like a protest
Yeah, basically

Ahm...
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Yeah

Was he, was he paranoid at all about people coming in and
robbing him '

He said to me, when was this b'y, what, what are we in,
March, maybe in February, Jan, January, February, he said, |
guess he must have been after sending a letter or a bad
Twitter to somébody or something and he said, wouldn't be a
surprise he said they comes for me some night like that

When he said they,'what did they mean

No, never, never said anybody in particular, | guess he
meant whoever he was... )

Who did you take it to mean
Whoever he was sending the messages to
And who would that likely have been

It had to be somebody in Compensation, that’s all | figured
or...

You said he said

Canada Pension was another one he used to be talking
about

He said | wouldn’t be surprised

If they come for me some night or someday, like, or time or
whatever, day and then he said, let ‘em come

Okay, so you, you took that to mean that it was somebody in
Compensation or...

Or whoever he had been Tweeting with or against, | got to
think of that other fella’s name b’y
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You said Compensation and Canada Pension was the other
one

Yeah, | mean, like, he, he, he stirred the pot a lot
Yeah

Right, he lost his job over weed at the Department of
Highways

Yeah
And then he blew the whistle on ‘em all
Okay

Cause there was a lot, ah, | don’t know for sure about what
was going on there but | only knows what he said

Yeah

Type thing, but there was a lot of thievery and stuff going on,
| guess that all got cleared up or looked at after a couple of
years ago but, man

So aside from that comment, cause, it kind of, you went, like,
clicked on when | said did he ever experience any paranoia
aside from that comment, anything else that he said recently
that concerned you

No, no

But that one sounded, that one stood out to you, ah, firearms
in, in the house, you ever seen firearms

I've been there for twenty five years buddy and | never, not
once, not once laid eyes on a firearm, the man had a stick, a
wooden stick about, | don’t know, an inch and a half in
around and four or five feet long with black tape on one end
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and it was, like, little, little knots still on it say from the limbs
and that’s been in his house by his chair forever, like, for as
long as | can remember and that’s, that was it, that's what |,
that's what | knew h\e had for defense say if somebody came
after him, that was it, I've never, not once ever, | swear to
god, I've never laid eyes on a gun, ever, ever, | used to be
over to their father’s house

Yeah

His father had a gun years ago

Yeah

And | think Dick got it, Kev was saying, Dick had the gun
Okay

That gun, say, the, that was the only gun that was even down
in that area

Did he ever indicate to you that he had a firearm

No

- Or something else for protection

No, never, cause | was, like, I'm still in shock man, | heard
that the morning

Yeah, ahm, over the last few years, ah, you said January,
February he made this comment .

Yeah
About | wouldn't be surprised if they
Come, yeah

Come for me someday or something like that
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Yeah

And let ‘'em come, ahm, did anything else, did, was there
anything else said around that conversation or...

No, now | never used to try to keep him going, like...
Oh, okay

| used to try to change the subject to something else cause...
Oh, okay

He'd been doing that for twenty years, like, twenty five, you
know he was, off his head with people for that iong, ever
since he got hurt

Okay

It is, right, ever since he was injured

Okay, so there’s always been some feud of some kind
Onh, wicked and between his family and him

Yeah

And him and Compensation and...

Yeah

Canada Pension

Yeah

I’'m in the same boat

Oh you're in a lot of pain, | can see that, I'll try to make this
as brief as | can, ah...

| wish Compensation could see it, they don’t see it
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M’hmm

| went from making ten grand a month to eleven hundred
bucks

Yeah

Not able to work, twenty four, seven pain

Wow

It's madness

Yeah

Lost everything, had to move back to Newfoundland
Yeah

Wicked, | knows what he went through, like, |, | can
sympathize with a lot of it

You guys had that in common, hey
Yeah
M’hmm

Right

Yeah

It's not something good to have in common, but
No
You know

Ahm, and | don’t know if | asked you this question, did he
have any issues with the police per say, did you ever hear
him, cause | mean a lot of peopie don't like cops but...

~
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Well, no real issues | s’pose, years ago there used to be a
fella, DECKER, was it, he had trouble, like, back in the
eighties say

Okay

Stuff like that, he got caught a few times for weed and stuff,
he got searched a few times on the Salmonier Line and...

Yeah

But he never really, like, singled out anybody to, he didn't like
cops in general but then when he got his license, that’'s why
he didn’t like cops right cause he used to smoke weed all
day, every day because of his

Yeah
Situation

So the issues he had with the police was before he got the
license

Yes and then after he got his license he got searched a
couple of times but he had the license

Right
And he never told ‘em -
He never told them he had a license

Until then right and then he did, like, once they searched
everything

Right

And found it and then he showed them the license and they
left him alone after that, that's, now that's what he told me
right, | was never personally with him or involved in
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388 CPL. HENSTRIDGE: Yeah
389  DINN: Any of his dealings with the cops or nothing
390 CPL. HENSTRIDGE: Okay

391  DINN: | used to go there probably, oh [ used to go down and plow
392 the snow in his driveway any time we had storms

393  CPL. HENSTRIDGE: M’hmm

394  DINN: And to go visit him, | used to go around seven, seven thirty in
395 the evening and most times you couldn’t even get in to see
396 him because when you get there, by that time of the evening,
397 he’'d have all the lights off and he'd be lying down, every

398 evening, now sometimes if | got there before he laid down,
399 he’d stay up for hours but if there was nobody around see, |
400 think that was a lot of it he spent a lot of time alone, a lot of
401 time alone

402 CPL. HENSTRIDGE: So he’d go to bed or lie down

403 DINN: Well because of being, like, how do I put this, it was pretty
404 much the same routine, like, every week kind of thing, right,
405 ° he’d have maybe two good days

w06 CPL.HENSTRIDGE:  Mhmm

407  DINN: And then the rest would be bad days with whatever,

408 whatever medical stuff he had wrong with him, right, like, |

409 often went there and he'd be, like, leaning over the arm of a

410 chair, driving it into his stomach trying to get gas to pass
411 through him to get rid of headaches and, like, he used to

412 pass blood and, like, it was unreal man the stuff, the poor

413 fucker

414 CPL. HENSTRIDGE: M’hmm
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But after he passed blood and stuff, that's what he used to
tell me, he said fill the toilet he said with blood

M’hmm

And then he was good for two days and then it'd start again,
right '

Yeah

It was just a vicious cycle, now his doctor, Dr. McGARRY
was trying to help him out as much as he couid, like, doing...

Yeah

Checking stuff but he used to go to doctors out in Holyrood,
there, Dr. WALSH and one in town, he wasn’t getting
nowhere so he switched, he went down to McGARRY and he
had all kinds of tests done and he had a couple operations,
he was feeling better and he was able to do more, that’s only
in the last year

M’hmm
Like...

That's what | was gonna ask ya, in the last, you know, few
weeks, months, whatever, is there anything that you've
noticed about his behaviour, his attitude that would indicate
things were getting out of control

No, he was getting better, like, medically and physically
feeling better, his color come back, he gained a bit of weight,
like, he was gone away to nothing there for a while man, he
looked like the picture of death and whatever, what'd they do

with him, gallbladder, maybe, what did he do

And that surgery seemed to help
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The first surgery helped for about a week and then he started
getting sick again so they went through and they found
something else, whatever, oh my, | should pay more )
attention

That'’s alright
To words

That's alright, my understanding was that he talked a lot so
you can’t be expected to remember every word that he said

Oh, it continuous.

Yeah

Like, you'd have a job to get a word in edge wise sometimes
Yeah

Once he got going on something, right

So there was no indicators to you that

No this just blows me away buddy

What, ah

| never expected

What's your understanding, what do you think happened in
that house

Yesterday
Yeah

| have no idea, | really don't unless, I, | don’t know, he went
down two o'clock, like, he passed my house at quarter to two
so he was only just home whenever this cop showed up
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Yeah

He had to be just home

And you were never aware of any firearms
Never, no sir, no, not a bit

Did he ever, ever remember him saying anything like that if
someone came around, I'd shoot ‘em

No only he had the stick, that's what he said
(Unintelligible)

He said | don’t need anything other than this
Okay

Cause | don’t know what he was, Jesus, | don't know what he
was like now, like, physically able to take care of himself but,
like, back in the day he was physically able to take care of
himself

M’hmm ’

‘Nobody and that’s all he ever said, | don’t need nothing he

said, | got this stick he said and if that don’t take him down,
they’ll take me down, never, never, |, when, when | heard a
gun in house, it's like who brought it there, where'd it come
from, |, | mean, I've been in the bathroom, I've been in the
kitchen, I've been in the furnace room, I've been in the grow
room, I've been in the living room, | never laid eyes on a gun
ever, ever, ever

Ahm, | don'’t think | have any more questions for you Colin,
ah, if | do, sometimes I'll go back through my notes and

Yeah, call me anytime
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| appreciate that and ah...

You might not get an answer right away because of where |
live

Yeah, no, no, that's no (unintelligible) b'y, let me conclude
the recording here and, ah, is there anything else that you
think might be relevant to this investigation that you think we
should know and, ahm, how often did you see him, how often
were you down there

A couple times a week usually b'y, unless he was sick and
then I'd only get there the once but if | went, say three times
in a row and | couldn’t get in

Yeah

The fourth time | went in

Okay

Just to check, make sure he was okay, right
Yeah

Because there was times he’s after been, | don’t know if he,
he didn’'t have a, they had to take him one night in the
ambulance, this was a year ago

Yeah

But he, the same thing, he was down in the house and he’s,
I, | was down that night and the lights were off and | went on

Yeah

But his daughter was after phoning him three or four times
and got no answer so she came down and the next thing he
was gone in the ambulance, right
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Oh, okay
So after that, when | went there if | couldn’t get in
Yeah

Like, if the lights were out or whatever after the third time that
was it, I'd pound on the door ‘til he answered right, like, he
used to be down there for days in the dark man with migraine
headaches and throwing up

His mental health, | was gonna ask you about that, was there
any sign that he was, | guess delusional or he, | said
paranoid before

Yeah, no, |, well when you, when you listen to the stuff, like,
the words that he used to say, they’d make sense right,
different things but then you'd have to take everything into
account and they probably don’t make sense but just for what
you were saying

M’hmm

Like, it made sense but when you threw it into the whole
picture, it had nothing to do with his compensation and stuff,
like, ah, how can I...

| think | understand what you mean, believe it or not
Yeah

| think you mean, ah, he was logical

Yes

In what he was saying but then when you think about the
whole big picture, it didn't make sense

Yeah it didn't, it didn’t add into it right, it didn’t
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Yeah

‘Something now that wasn't all the time but

Yeah, it always came back to compensation and

Always, well, compensation and weed cause he used to be
on open line all the time, him and Patty, Patty DALEY

Patty DALEY, yeah

That's Pat DALEY’s son, that fella | was talking about, when
we were walking in, | said about my Uncle Pat

Oh, okay, yeéh
And that’s, Patty is his son
Oh, okay

Yeah but he used to be on, Donnie used to phone Open Line
all the time

Yeah

All the time and between, he, he used to be, he had, at about
the roads too right, the roads in our way are shot

Yeah
Oh, buddy
I think | might have heard, might have heard

It's a wonder any of those cop cars, if they were doing
anything over

Yeah they’re rough shape, we got a Malibu with low profile
tires on it and | came close last night to

-

Yeah
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f

Dinging one

Oh yeah you got to, and he used to work for Department of
Highways, right

Yeah

He used to ride them about that, like, | don’t know if he ever
actually went to the Department of Highways, or, or said it to
them but he used to say it, like, to me, he’d be off his head
about the potholes and the roads and

Yeah

But no, I, I'd say two years ago when | came home he was
worse mentally then he was in the last year because he was
really sick and | told him to go to McCGARRY because
McGARRY is my doctor

M'’hmm
And he helped me out no, and
So you were gone away for twelve years you say

Yeah, thirteen almost of those twenty five, so, but I'd be
home, like, for a month at a time, twice a year, whatever and
I'd go visit him when | was home and then I've been back
now for two years and spends more, | used to go visit him
more often, right, seems he lives just down the road and |
used to pick up groceries for him and cat food and bring him
wood, clear his driveway, he was always, always good with
me, like | never

Yeah, you never saw him as a violent person at all
Not, not violent but angry

Okay
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Like, there’s a difference, you'd never think, like, the way he
used to handle them cats, man, old strays and everything
and they’d be sick and sticking into him, | watched him one
night, no word of a lie, | watched him sit in the chair and the
cat drew blood out of him

Mhmm

While he held her, giving her penicillin but he would not let
her go, he never threw her, he never did nothing, he held
onto her, he give her the penicillin and we were three weeks
trying to heal up his fingers, now you'd think that if he had
something wrong with his head

M’hmm

That cat would have got bet off the wall right
M’hmm

To me, that's just

Yeah

That'’s just me though, that’s how |

Yeah

He never had no money as such, like, any time and we built
a big pen up in the woods for cats

Yeah

Right, like, every cent that he could scrape together
Yeah

Was all for cats

Yeah
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Yeah, | don't understand it man, blows me away, these
letters and stuff, | knows he had wrote letters, he had said
about it years ago that he wrote, like, maybe ten or fifteen
years ago he wrote a letter either to compensation or the
Minister of Compensation or something like that and it was
and a nasty letter right but that was the only, only letter that |
knew about and the b'ys were talking to me yesterday, like,
Kev, his brother said to me that the cop that was down there
was in, following up on these threatening letters that Donnie
had sent to the government

M'’hmm

| know he was on Twitter all the time, tweeting out stuff and
he had followers and they were even trying to get a, what'd
ya call it, another, ah, political party going

Oh, okay

On Twitter right and | used to just, | said man leave it alone,
there’s no, no, like ...

Yeah, well | am sorry for your loss and, ah, it's tragic

| just hope, the only thing, you know what, his daughter man
Yeah, she’s pretty upset

Yeah, mother and father gone

Well we're hoping to get to the bottom of it and find out
exactly what happened in that room and we kind of got a
general idea right now based on just the scene

Well...
And how it's

How it was laid out
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It's pretty

Messy

It's pretty telling right but ah. ..
Fair enough

We still got to talk to the police officer that went inside so
that’s, that's gonna be done today

Yeah
And hopefully we'll have some answers, like | told, ah,
Well

Like | told, unfortunately because there was one person in
there

Yeah
That witnessed this
Right

Ahm, now that officer did take the same steps that | would
take in assessing risk

Yes

And there’s no firearms registered to him
Yes

The visit with the brother next door
Yeah, yeah

No firearms indicated, so, you know it's not uncommon for us
to go in alone
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Fair enough
There’s no violence in his criminal record, so

No, that’s the thing, like, he was never in fighting, he don't
drink

Right

All he dpes is drink Canada Dry ginger ale and smoke weed
M’hmm

All day long

Yeah, yeah

Unless he’s, oh, unless he was going, like, coming to the
hospital or going for groceries or...

Yeah

And, ah, | honestly think that if our places were reversed |
would have lost me mind long ago

M'hmm

Like, this, the shape that he was in, the shape, things that I'm
after seeing myself in, in his physical, like, just to drive the
car, he used to have to put on a, like, a body suit to hold the
muscles and stuff together and, like, that's stuff people don't
even, don’t know right, there's

We'll have all that information from the medical records
anyways

Yeah, yeah

We'll get all that )
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Yeah he is, he was in misery man

So you feel that, ah, the physical pain that he caused might
have caused some problems with him

Oh, for sure
Yeah
For sure

Okay, if there’s nothing else I’'m gonna conclude this
statement here

Fair enough

| appreciate you coming in and like | said
No problem sorry | was

Oh don’t you worry about that

Had to go get me ticker checked out

Oh is that right

Yeah

(Unintel)

Not in, not in the best of shape meself
No, you're in a lot of pain that’s pretty obvious, ah
And | still be’s at stuff all the time

Yeah

Has to man, you'd go nuts if you don't right
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715  CPL. HENSTRIDGE: Yeah, okay the time now is 15:03 and | conclude this

716 statement here

717

718
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